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First Minister of Wales visits TotalEnergies in Paris to discuss 
Celtic Sea floating wind plans 

 
 
Paris, 17th March 2023 – In the same week that Welsh Ministers provided the planning 
consents for the TotalEnergies 100 MW Erebus floating wind project, the First Minister of 
Wales, Rt Hon Mark Drakeford, visited TotalEnergies French headquarters located in Paris to 
discuss the project and wider opportunities of floating wind in the Celtic Sea.  
 
During the visit, the First Minister met the TotalEnergies Renewables’ team working on Erebus, 
Wales’ first floating windfarm, and joined a roundtable to discuss the global ambitions 
TotalEnergies has for the technology.  The visit was also an opportunity to discuss some of 
the challenges and significant opportunities that floating wind could provide for Wales and the 
Celtic Sea region.  
 
Wales’ first planned floating windfarm is located approximately 40 kilometres off the 
Pembrokeshire coastline and Blue Gem Wind, the joint venture between TotalEnergies and 
Simply Blue Group is on target to begin operating the 100MW Erebus project in 2026. Project 
Erebus will house seven next-generation 14 MW turbines on floating platforms, providing 
enough low carbon energy to power 93,000 homes.  
 
Erebus is part of the first phase of a 4 GW renewable energy development in the Celtic Sea, 
enough power for 4 million homes. The installation of these turbines will help providing new 
low carbon energy in the region while contributing to Welsh and UK net zero targets and energy 
security.  
 
First Minister Mark Drakeford said, “It was a pleasure to visit TotalEnergies’ headquarters 
to meet some of the team who’ll be working on the Erebus project. Erebus has the potential to 
show the world that Wales and the Celtic Sea can deliver renewable energy alongside the 
sustainable management of our marine resources. We are ambitious for the floating offshore 
wind sector in Wales – we believe it has the potential to deliver sustainable sources of energy 
into the future and it is also a once-in-a-generation opportunity to open up new markets for 
local suppliers and to create thousands of high-quality jobs in Wales.” 
 
“We were pleased to welcome the First Minister of Wales, Rt Hon Mark Drakeford in Paris at 
TotalEnergies headquarters, just a few days after the announcement from Welsh Ministers to 
grant the necessary planning consents for Erebus, Wales first floating wind farm. We’ve been 
working since 2020 to develop a project that meets both environmental and societal 
requirements while contributing to Wales’ energy targets and energy security improvement. 
Erebus will play a crucial role in advancing the deployment of floating offshore wind, a low 
carbon technology which is extremely promising to contribute to the development of renewable 
energy in the United-Kingdom and worldwide.”  said Olivier Terneaud, VP Offshore Wind at 
TotalEnergies. 
 
To read about the project, please visit : https://totalenergies.com/media/news/press-
releases/renewables-total-enters-floating-offshore-wind-first-project-uk  

https://totalenergies.com/media/news/press-releases/renewables-total-enters-floating-offshore-wind-first-project-uk
https://totalenergies.com/media/news/press-releases/renewables-total-enters-floating-offshore-wind-first-project-uk


*** 

TotalEnergies and renewables electricity 
As part of its ambition to get to net zero by 2050, TotalEnergies is building a portfolio of activities in electricity and 
renewables. At the end of 2022, TotalEnergies' gross renewable electricity generation installed capacity was 17 
GW. TotalEnergies will continue to expand this business to reach 35 GW of gross production capacity from 
renewable sources and storage by 2025, and then 100 GW by 2030 with the objective of being among the world's 
top 5 producers of electricity from wind and solar energy. 
 
https://renewables.totalenergies.com/en  
 
About TotalEnergies 
TotalEnergies is a global multi-energy company that produces and markets energies: oil and biofuels, natural gas 
and green gases, renewables and electricity. Our more than 100,000 employees are committed to energy that is 
ever more affordable, cleaner, more reliable and accessible to as many people as possible. Active in more than 
130 countries, TotalEnergies puts sustainable development in all its dimensions at the heart of its projects and 
operations to contribute to the well-being of people. 
 
TotalEnergies Contact 
Renewables Media Relations: +33 (0)6 88 42 97 27 | mathilde.bouchoux@totalenergies.com  l @totalenergies.com 
Media Relations: +33 (0)1 47 44 46 99 l presse@totalenergies.com l @TotalEnergiesPR 
Investor Relations: +33 (0)1 47 44 46 46 l ir@totalenergies.com 
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Cautionary Note 
The terms “TotalEnergies”, “TotalEnergies company” or “Company” in this document are used to designate TotalEnergies SE and 
the consolidated entities that are directly or indirectly controlled by TotalEnergies SE. Likewise, the words “we”, “us” and “our” 
may also be used to refer to these entities or to their employees. The entities in which TotalEnergies SE directly or indirectly owns 
a shareholding are separate legal entities. This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that are based 
on a number of economic data and assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and regulatory environment. They may 
prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a number of risk factors. Neither TotalEnergies SE nor any of its subsidiaries 
assumes any obligation to update publicly any forward-looking information or statement, objectives or trends contained in this 
document whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Information concerning risk factors, that may affect 
TotalEnergies’ financial results or activities is provided in the most recent Universal Registration Document, the French-language 
version of which is filed by TotalEnergies SE with the French securities regulator Autorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF), and in 
the Form 20-F filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
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